
Nawawi’s 40 Hadith Explained

Lesson 19: Hadith 17 
Excellence in all Matters
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“His character was tremendous because his 
only concern was Allah.” 

Imam Junaid al-Baghdadi
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Shaddad ibn Aws relates that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said:   
Indeed, Allah has decreed excellence in all matters. So if you 
kill, kill with excellence. And if you slaughter, slaughter with 

excellence. Take care to sharpen your knife, and put the 
animal at rest.” 

[Muslim]
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“Allah has written excellence over all things.” 
Reality 101
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One: The Narrator

Shaddad ibn Aws 

Ansari 

“… was granted knowledge and 
forbearance” 

Jerusalem. 

d. 58 AH
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Two: “Has Decreed”  
كتب الله

(1) Commanded and encouraged 

Origin: Affirm & gather 

(2) Obligated
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Three: Excellence 
الإحسان

What is ‘ihsan’? 

Raghib’s Mufradat 

(1) Giving good to others 

(2) Doing good 

Going beyond 

`Adl & Ihsan 

 “Allah is with the people of excellence.”
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Four: What is the ‘good’?
Excellence (ihsan) is doing the good 

(hasan) 

Good: what the Allah deems good—
not mere reason 

Acting, as commanded, w/ excellence 

Completeness (ikmal) & Perfection 
(itqan) 

Benefit—oneself, others
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Five: Seven Keys to Excellence

(1) Knowledge 

(2) Uphold Limits (`adl) 

(3) Act on Sunna 

(4) With Adab 

(5) Best Practices and Practical Application 

(6) Know Virtues & Purpose 

(7) Remembrance & Company
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Six: Upon Everything 
على كل شيء

Two meanings 

(1) In (fi) 

Meaning 

(2) Towards (ila) 

Meaning
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Seven: 
Towards all things: How?

Two keys: 

(1) Fulfill rights (`adl) 

(2) Uphold good, virtue, benefit, beauty (ihsan) 

The Obligatory || The Sunnas & Adab 

Needs: Knowledge before Actions 

Consider: Why mention excellence & slaughter?
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Eight: 
Towards all things: Who?

Allah Himself 

Not for Him 

Animals 

Angels 

Jinn 

Inanimate Objects 

So what about humans?
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Nine: Killing with Excellence

Pests, for example 

Rabid animals 

Applies to execution, too
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Ten: Slaughtering with Excellence

(1) Gentle treatment—without 
scaring nor harshness 

(2) Don’t drag, not in front of other 
animals 

(3) Sharpen instrument—kill swiftly
—at rest 

(4) Qibla, Basmala, Intention, 
Thankfulness
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11: Other Aspects of Excellence to 
Animals

(1) Not caging harmfully 

(2) No cruel play 

(3) Not burdening nor using beyond capacity 

(4) Food, water, rest 

(5) Old age 

(6) Pests: kill without undue pain 

(7) Don’t burn—not cook live animals
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12: Consequence of Excellence

“Is the reward of excellence anything but excellence?” [Qur’an, 56.60] 

Three verses with over 100 interpretations… 

Excellence in turning, yearning, & seeking —> Excellence in assistance, 
closeness, & beholding
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“His character was tremendous because his 
only concern was Allah.” 

Imam Junaid al-Baghdadi
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