
Nawawi’s 40 Hadith Explained
Lesson 20: Hadith 18 

The Comprehensive Life Counsel
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Three Ways to 
Excellence

Taqwa of Allah at all 
times & places

Follow bad deed 
with good

Maintain good 
character in dealings
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One: Mindfulness (taqwa)

Three Ways to 
Excellence

Taqwa of Allah at all 
times & places

Follow bad deed 
with good

Maintain good 
character in dealings

3

Hadith 18 

Abu Dharr and Mu`adh relate that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

“Be mindful of Allah wherever you may be. Follow a bad deed 
with a good deed, and it will wipe it out. And deal with people on 

the basis of good character.” [Tirmidhi]
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One: The Narrators

A: Abu Dharr al-Ghifari 

Full name? 

Fourth or Fifth Muslim 

Prophet’s Praise 

Ali’s Praise 

Death
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… The Narrators

Two: Mu`adh ibn Jabal 

Prophet’s praise of his knowledge 

Prophet’s love for him 

Ibn Mas`ud, Malik, and 
comparison to Prophet Ibrahim 

Memorizing the Qur’an
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Two: {Be mindful of Allah…} 
اتقِ الله

From wiqaya وقاية 

Shield between oneself and harm 

Expression 

Allah’s Majesty, Might, & Lordship 

Allah’s affirmation in Qur’an, 
Hadith Qudsi
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Three: {… wherever you may be} 
حيثما كنت

In public and private 

When tested 

{Allah is ever-watchful over you} 

Watchfulness (muraqaba) 

Prophetic counsel 

Prophetic supplications
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Four: Comprehensive Counsel

Comprehensive counsel (jawami` al-
kalim): summary of Allah’s rights 

As He deserves: Prophetic hadith 

Mercy: “as much as you can”
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Five: Comprehensive Counsel - 
Creation’s Rights — Rewards

Summarizes Creation’s Rights, too 

Praise of Taqwa in the Qur’an:  
Protection, Victory, Opening 

Rectification of actions 

Mercy and Light 

Acceptance and Honour 

Salvation…
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Six: Mindfulness manifest in 
caution

Caution and mindfulness 

Taqwa: from haram 

Higher: from doubtful
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Seven: Levels of Taqwa
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The Three Levels of Mindfulness 
(taqwa)

Mindfulness of Faith 
(taqwa al-iman)

Mindfulness of 
Submission (taqwa al-

islam)

Mindfulness of Spiritual 
Excellence (taqwa al-

ihsan)

Guarding against 
disbelief

Embracing faith

Guarding against sin
Embracing obedience

Guarding against 
heedlessness

Embracing complete 
consciousness
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Eight: Purpose of Taqwa?

(1) Love of Allah: {Allah loves the mindful} 

(2) Electhood (wilaya) {… those who truly believe & are mindful} 

(3) Closeness (qurb): {Allah is with the mindful}
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“Know that Allah is with the mindful.” 
[Qur’an: 2.194, 9.36, 9.123]
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Nine: Taqwa needs knowledge

Without it, can’t guard against harm 

Virtue of knowledge 

“Allah is not worshipped with 
anything better than understanding of 

religion.” 

“Whomever Allah wishes well for, He 
grants understanding of religion and 

inspires them to right guidance.” 

Which knowledge?
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Ten: Complete Mindfulness

(1) Obligations 

(2) Virtues 

Consequence: Love 

Counsel to Abu Dharr and others 

“Be mindful of Allah in all you 
know.”
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Two: Repentance and 
Rectification

Three Ways to 
Excellence

Taqwa of Allah at all 
times & places

Follow bad deed 
with good

Maintain good 
character in dealings
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11: Follow a bad deed with a good 
deed…

Relationship with mindfulness (taqwa) 

How the mindful respond to sin 

(1) Mindful of Allah: dhikr 

(2) Repent 

(3) Seek forgiveness 

(4) Rectify 

{Verily, good deeds wipe away bad 
deeds}�18
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12: What good deeds?

(1) “Any good deed” 

Prayer, charity, remembrance 

(2) The Lasting Good deeds 

(3) The Prayer of Repentance 

(4) Going to the Mosque
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13: Expiation of sins and repentance

Expiation without repentance: 
minor sins only—or also major? 

Consistency in repentance and 
seeking forgiveness—general and 

specific 

Purification and prayer is expiatory
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14: Repentance

Consistency in repentance and 
seeking forgiveness 

!
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Three: Excellence of Character

Three Ways to 
Excellence

Taqwa of Allah at all 
times & places

Follow bad deed 
with good

Maintain good 
character in dealings
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15: {And deal with people through 
good character}

Three qualities of good character 

Smiling countenance. Restraining 
harm. Doing good. 

Do unto others as you would have 
them do to you 

Consequences
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16: Virtues of Good Character

“The weightiest of matters on the 
Scales…” 

“The most best of you…” 

“A servant attains through good 
character…” 

“The best of what a Muslim can be 
given…” 

“… the closest of you to me…”
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17: Can character change?
Character:  

(1) Natural temperament—constant 

(2) Character—can be changed 
through striving 

Most powerful means:  

(1) Prophetic character—learning & 
following 

(2) Spiritual striving—company
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18: Read & Study
(1) Ghazali’s Book 20 

Explained by Habib Ali (RMW) 

Explained by Sh. Abdal Hakim Murad 

(2) The Books of Shama’il 

Shama’il al-Tirmidhi 

Our Master Muhammad
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19: Ghazali’s Summary of Good Character
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20: Manifestations of Good Character
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How good character 
is manifest

(1) 
Fulfilling 

rights

(2) 
Avoiding 

harm

(3) Being 
cheerful 

and positive

(4) 
Responding 

to good 
with good

(5) 
Responding 
to bad with 

good
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“His character was 
tremendous because 
his only concern was 

Allah.” 
Imam Junaid al-Baghdadi 

See: Qur’an: 33.21
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