
Nawawi’s 40 Hadith Explained
Lesson 21: Hadith 18 - II 
Excellence of Character
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Three: Excellence of Character

Three Ways to 
Excellence

Taqwa of Allah at all 
times & places

Follow bad deed 
with good

Maintain good 
character in dealings
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15: {And deal with people through 
good character}

Three qualities of good character 

Smiling countenance. Restraining 
harm. Doing good. 

Do unto others as you would have 
them do to you 

Consequences
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16: Virtues of Good Character

“The weightiest of matters on the 
Scales…” 

“The most best of you…” 

“A servant attains through good 
character…” 

“The best of what a Muslim can be 
given…” 

“… the closest of you to me…”
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17: Can character change?
Character:  

(1) Natural temperament—constant 

(2) Character—can be changed 
through striving 

Most powerful means:  

(1) Prophetic character—learning & 
following 

(2) Spiritual striving—company
�5

5

18: Read & Study
(1) Ghazali’s Book 20 

Explained by Habib Ali (RMW) 

Explained by Sh. Abdal Hakim Murad 

(2) The Books of Shama’il 

Shama’il al-Tirmidhi 

Our Master Muhammad
�6

6

19: Ghazali’s Summary of Good Character
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20: Manifestations of Good Character
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How good character 
is manifest

(1) 
Fulfilling 

rights

(2) 
Avoiding 

harm

(3) Being 
cheerful 

and positive

(4) 
Responding 

to good 
with good

(5) 
Responding 
to bad with 

good
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“His character was 
tremendous because 
his only concern was 

Allah.” 
Imam Junaid al-Baghdadi 

See: Qur’an: 33.21
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21: Key to Good Character 9

In Taqwa 

In Following Bad 
with Good 

In Excellence in 
Dealings
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22: Examples of Prophetic Excellence 10

Amazing Explanation
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23: Hasan al-Basri on Character 11

Nawawi’s 40 Hadith Explained

Lesson 20: Hadith 18 
The Comprehensive Life Counsel
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