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Hadith 19:  
The Counsel to Ibn Abbas
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Hadith 19

Ibn Abbas relates… that the 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

“O youth! I will teach you some 
words: Be mindful of Allah, and 

Allah will be mindful of you. 
Remain mindful of Allah, and you 

will find Him before you…
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Hadith 19 (II)

If you ask, ask Allah. If you seek 
assistance, seek Allah’s assistance. 

Know that if all people gathered to 
benefit you in a matter, they would not 

benefit you except in what Allah has 
written for you. And if they gathered 
to harm you in a matter, they would 

not harm you except in what Allah has 
written against you. The Pens have 
lifted, and the Books have dried.”
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Hadith 19 (III)

In other than Tirmidhi: “Be mindful 
of Allah, and you will find Him in 
front of you. Get to know Allah in 

ease, and He will know you in 
hardship. Know that what missed 

you was never going to hit, and 
what hit you was never going to 

miss. Know that victory comes with 
patience; relief comes with distress; 
and that with difficulty comes ease.”
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Significance of This Hadith
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One: Narrator

Abd Allah ibn Abbas 

Birth. Age at Passing of Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم 

Prophet’s prayers for him 

Umar’s praise and love 

Ibn Masu`d
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 … Narrator

Number of hadiths 

Death 

Virtuous Traits
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Two: Opening

“I was [riding] behind the 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم [one day] when he 

said: O youth!” 

Permission of multiple riders 

Who is a “ghulam” غلام ?
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Three: “Some words”

“I will teach you some words” 

Narration adds… 

Consideration in conveying: 
attention and benefit 

Prophetic Insight (firasa)
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Four: Minding Limits

“Be mindful of Allah, and Allah 
will be mindful of you.” 

“Hifdh” - meanings: protection 

How to be mindful 

How Allah is “mindful of you” 

Allah’s Limits
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Five: Finding Allah

“Remain mindful of Allah, and 
you will find Him before you.” 

Meaning of “tujahak” تُجاهَك 

“Find Him before you” - how? 

The ‘withness’ of Allah
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Six: Ask Allah alone

“If you ask, ask Allah” 

Allah as Absolute Giver 

None Able, Giving, Favouring but 
Him 

Consequence of Tawhid
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Seven: Key Adab of Asking

(1) Trust and Reliance 

(2) Certitude 

(3) Humility and Neediness 

(4) Taking the means 

Allah loves to be asked—and hates 
not being asked
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Reliance 

Benefit & Harm 

Patience & Success 

Spiritual Attainment 
& Divine Oneness
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