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[The second thing] to give up is: That you are on
your guard against becoming a preacher or admonisher for
it involves much harm, unless you first ‘practice what you
preach’, then preach it to people. Think of what was said to
Jesus (upon him be peace), ‘O Son of Mary! Preach to your
soul, and if it learns its lesson, preach to people—otherwise
show humility before your Lord.*

If you are put to the test with this occupation, be
careful of two traits; First is pretentiousness in talking, by
way of idioms, allusions, outbursts, verses and poems—for
God the Exalted detests the pretentious. The pretentious and
excessive man exhibits inward decadence and the indifference
of his heart. The idea of admonition is for the worshipper to
recollect the fire of the hereafter and his own remissness in
the service of the Creator, to consider his past life which he
has spent in what did not concern him, and consider what
difficulties lie before him such as the absence of firmness of
faith in his life’s final moments, the nature of his state in the
clasps of the Angel of Death, and whether he will be capable
of answering Munkar and Nakir,* that he worry about his
state during the Resurrection and its episodes, and whether
he will cross the Bridge safely or tumble into the abyss.*
The recollection of these things should remain in his heart
and upset his apathy. To foment these fires and lament these
calamities is termed ‘admonition’.
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LETTER TO A DISCIPLE

Informing mankind and apprising them of these things,
warning them of their remissness and negligence, making
them see the defects of their egos, so that the heat of these
fires impinges on the congregation, and the calamities disturb
them so that they make amends for their past lives as far
as possible, and they are distressed by the days passed in
disobedience to God the Exalted: all this in this way is termed
‘preaching’.

It is as if you saw that a flood bore down on an individ-
ual’s house with him and his family inside, and you said, ‘Look
out! Look out! Run from the flood!" In these circumstances
does your heart long for you to give the owner of the house
your message with pretentious expressions, anecdotes and allu-
sions? Tt is completely repugnant to you! The situation of the
preacher is like this and he should give them up.

The second trait is that your effort in your preach-
ing should not be for the people in your congregation to
roar or show hysteria and tear at their clothes, so that it
is said, “What a gathering that was!’ For all this is world-
liness, and that is produced by indifference. Rather your
zealous intention must be to lead men from the world to
the hereafter, from recalcitrance to obedience, from ac-
quisitiveness to renunciation, from stinginess to generosity,
from doubt to certainty, from indifference to vigilance, and
Gom illusion to God-consciousness. You should evoke in
them love of the afterlife and loathing for the world. You
should teach them about worship and asceticism. Do not al-
low them to be complacent due to the kindness of God the
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LETTER TO A DISCIPLE

Exalted (Glorious and Majestic!) and His mercy, since pre-
dominating in their natures is disinclination from the path of
the Law, drive in what displeases God the Exalted, and getting
tripped up by bad morals. Put fear into their hearts, alarm
them and put them on their guard regarding the dangers they
will face. Perhaps their inward qualities will be transformed,
and their outward behaviour exchanged—'acquisitiveness’ and
an ‘appetite’ for obedience, and for repentance from disobedi-
ence, will appear.

This then is the right way to preach and advise, and all
preaching not thus is a curse upon both speaker and listener.
May, it is said that [the former] is a ghoul, a demon who
sweeps men off the path and destroys them, and they must run
from him, since this speaker will wreak havoc on their religion
the like of which Satan himself cannot. It is incumbent on
whoever has the wherewithal and capability, to get him down
from pulpits and prevent him from sermonizing, for this is part
of ‘enjoining good and forbidding evil™™!

[The third thing] to give up is that you have nothing
to do with princes and rulers, nor see them, because the
spectacle of them, gatherings with them and socialising with
them are a serious danger. If you are put to the test by this,
avoid praising them and complimenting them, for God the
Exalted is angered if a wrongdoer or tyrant is praised, and
whoever prays for their long life wants God to be disobeyed
on His earth.
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