
Nawawi’s 40 
Hadith 

Explained
Lesson 29:  
Hadith 29

Hadiths 27-28 

27: Righteousness is 
Good Character 

28: Keys to 
Responding to 
Tribulations
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Last Lesson

(1) What is 
righteousness (birr)? 

(2) What is good 
character? 

(3) How is righteousness 
good character?

�3

Review: Hadith 27

(1) What are keys to 
effective preaching 
mentioned in this 

hadith? 

(2) What are four keys 
to safety in tribulations 

(fitan)?
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Review: Hadith 28
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Hadith 29: The 
Ways and Keys 

to Paradise

Hadith 29: I 
Mu`adh ibn Jabal relates that he said:  

“O Messenger of Allah, inform me of some 
action that will enter me in Paradise and 

distance me from the Fire.” He replied صلى الله عليه وسلم  

“You have asked about something 
tremendous. But it is easy for whomever 
Allah makes it easy. Worship Allah, and 
don’t associate any partners with Him. 
Establish prayer. Give your zakat. Fast 

Ramadan. Perform Hajj to the House of 
Allah.”
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Hadith 27: II

“Should I not point you to the 
doors of good? Fasting is a shield. 

Charity extinguishes errors as 
water extinguishes fire. And a 

person’s prayer in the depths of 
the night!” Then he recited: 

“Their sides leave their resting 
places…” till he reaches “... for 

their actions.”
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Hadith 27: III

Then he said: “Shoud I not 
inform you of the pinnacle of this 
matter, its support, and its peak?” 

I said: “Indeed, tell me, O 
Messenger of Allah!” He said: 

“The pinnacle of this matter is 
submission (islam). Its pillar is 

prayer. Its peak is jihad.”
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Hadith 27: IV
Then he said: “Should I not inform you 
of what all this depends upon?” I said: 

“Indeed, tell me, O Messenger of Allah!” 

He held his tongue, and said: “Restrain 
this!”  

I said: “O Prophet of Allah, are we taken 
to account for the words we speak?” He 

said: 

“May your mother be bereaved of you! 
Are people dragged by their faces--or he 

said: their foreheads--except for the 
harvest of their tongues?” [Tirmidhi] �9

Hadith 29 
Lessons

One: The Narrator
Mu`adh ibn Jabal 

From the scholars of the Companions 

When he became Muslim 

Knowledge of Halal & Haram 

Knowledge of Qur’an 

Prophet’s Praise 

Ibn Mas`ud on his virtues
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Two: The Question
“O Messenger of Allah, inform 

me of some action that will enter 
me in Paradise and distance me 

from the Fire.” 

“Some action” - great act 

Importance of means 

Eloquence 

Other Narrations
�12
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Three: Actions and Paradise

“… some action that will enter me 
in Paradise..” 

Relationship between actions and 
works 

Reconciling with “None of you 
shall enter Paradise by their 

works.”
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Four: Tremendous, Facilitated

“You have asked about something 
tremendous. But it is easy for 

whomever Allah makes it easy.” 

Why tremendous? 

Praise 

Taking means, Divine Facilitation
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Five: Prophetic Supplication

!

“Guide me, and facilitate 
guidance for me!” 

�15

Six: The First Step

  

“Worship Allah, and don’t 
associate any partners with Him. 
Establish prayer. Give your zakat. 

Fast Ramadan. Perform Hajj to 
the House of Allah.” 

The first step: Obligations

�16
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Seven: Second Step: (1) Fasting
“Should I not point you to the doors of good? Fasting is a 

shield. Charity extinguishes errors as water extinguishes fire. 
And a person’s prayer in the depths of the night!” Then he 

recited: “Their sides leave their resting places…” till he 
reaches “... for their actions.” 

Review: {Hadith of Electhood} 

Key: consistency 

(1) Fasting: shield… condition
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Eight: Second Step: (2) Charity

“… Charity extinguishes errors as water extinguishes fire…” 

(2) Charity: water… role 

Especially: in secret 

Ali ibn al-Husain 

Qur’an: 2.271
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Nine: Second Step: (3) Night Prayer

“And a person’s prayer in the depths of the night!” Then he 
recited: “Their sides leave their resting places…” till he 

reaches “... for their actions.” 

(3) Night Prayer

�19

“The only ones who truly believe 
in Our Signs are those who—when 
reminded—bow down in worship, 

celebrating their Lord’s praises, 
and do not arrogate themselves. 
Their sides shun their beds in 

order to pray to their Lord in fear 
and hope. And they give to others 
of what We have given them. No 

soul knows what joy is kept hidden 
for them as reward for what they 

have done. [Qur’an, 32.15-17]
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Ten: Pinnacle, Support, and Peak

“The pinnacle of this matter is 
submission (islam). Its pillar is 

prayer. Its peak is jihad.” 

Pinnacle: head—how?
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11: What is the basis of jihad?

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “The 
mujahid is one who does jihad 

against their lower urges 
(nafs).” [Tirmidhi] 

Spiritual jihad is the basis for all 
other meaningful striving

�23

Hadith 27: IV
Then he said: “Should I not inform you 
of what all this depends upon?” I said: 

“Indeed, tell me, O Messenger of Allah!” 

He held his tongue, and said: “Restrain 
this!”  

I said: “O Prophet of Allah, are we taken 
to account for the words we speak?” He 

said: 

“May your mother be bereaved of you! 
Are people dragged by their faces--or he 

said: their foreheads--except for the 
harvest of their tongues?” [Tirmidhi] �24
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12. Speech: Key to Good

Speech
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“Believers, be mindful of Allah and speak words that are upright. 
He will rectify your actions and forgive for you your sins. And 
whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger has indeed attained 

tremendous triumph.” [Qur’an: 33.70-71] 
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