
Nawawi’s 40 
Hadith Explained

Lesson 30: Hadith 30

Hadith 29: The 
Ways and Keys to 

Paradise
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Last Lesson

(1) Why was Mu`adh’s 
question ‘great’? 

(2) How did the Prophet 
 describe the path to صلى الله عليه وسلم

Allah in this hadith? 

(3) What is the key to 
preserving good?
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Review: Hadith 29

Hadith 30: 
The Limits of 

Allah
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Hadith 30
Abu Tha`laba al-Khushani relates that 

the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said, 

“Allah has prescribed obligations, so 
don’t squander them. He has 

imposed limits, do don’t exceed 
them. He has prohibited things, so 
don’t transgress them. And He has 

been silent about some things out of 
mercy for you--not our of 

forgetfulness--so don’t investigate 
them.” [Daraqutni and others]
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Hadith 30: Importance

“There is no single hadith more 
comprehensive, on its own, of the 

fundamental principles of the religion 
and its details…” 

[Ibn Hajar, al-Fath al-Mubin]
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Hadith 30: 
The Limits of 

Allah

One: The Narrator

Abu Tha`laba al-Khushani Jurthum ibn Nashib 

When he became Muslim 

Calling his people 

When he died 
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Two: The Obligations

Allah has prescribed obligations, so don’t squander them. 

The obligatory 

Three considerations: Ruler | Ruled | Ruling 

(1) Know the Obligatory: Conditions and Integrals 

(2) Don’t leave 

(3) Don’t risk: inside actions, outside actions
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The Three Aspects 
of Rulings

The Ruler (al-Hakim)

The Ruled-Over (al-
Mahkum)

The Ruling (al-Mahkum 
Bihi / al-Hukm)

Three: The Limits

He has imposed limits, do don’t exceed them.  

“Limits” (hudud) - general sense, or specific 

Excessiveness: ‘going beyond’ limit without good reason 

Remissness also entailed
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Four: Prohibitions

He has prohibited things, so don’t transgress them.  

What is the prohibited (haram)? 

Transgression: (1) Ignorant (2) Deliberate (3) Accidents—excused 
and not excused 
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Five: Silence

And He has been silent about some things out of mercy for you--
not our of forgetfulness--so don’t investigate them. 

Allah’s “Silence”  

When to investigate? When not to investigate? 
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When To Investigate the Ruling of a 
Matter—and When Not To

Ruling Not Known Ruling Known

Investigate Ruling: “Avoid 
unclear matters”

After Answer: Don’t ask 
excessively

After Clarification: Don’t ask 
excessively

Six: Types of Excessiveness
“The excessive destroy 
themselves” [Muslim] 

Ibn Mas`ud’s words 

Excessive theoretical investigation 

Theology 

Law 

Spirituality
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The Prophetic Call to Balance

“This religion is easy, and no one makes this religion difficult 
except that it will overwhelm them. So remain steadfastly 
committed; do your best; and be of glad tidings. And seek 
assistance in the early mornings, the late afternoons, and 

something of the depths of the night.” [Bukhari and Muslim]
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The Prophetic Call to Balance
“This religion is easy, and no one makes this religion difficult except that it 
will overwhelm them. So remain steadfastly committed; do your best; and 

be of glad tidings. And seek assistance in the early mornings, the late 
afternoons, and something of the depths of the night.” [Bukhari and Muslim] 

Keys to avoiding excessiveness: 

(1) Knowledge 

(2) Spiritual routines 

(3) Spiritual company and exemplars 

(4) Asking—especially when unclear or outside of norms
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Seven: Importance of this Hadith

“There is no single hadith more 
comprehensive, on its own, of the 

fundamental principles of the 
religion and its details…” 

[Ibn Hajar, al-Fath al-Mubin] 

Ibn al-Sam`ani’s words
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Eight: Slavehood, Mercy, and…?

“Allah has prescribed obligations, so 
don’t squander them. He has 

imposed limits, do don’t exceed 
them. He has prohibited things, so 
don’t transgress them. And He has 

been silent about some things out of 
mercy for you--not our of 

forgetfulness--so don’t investigate 
them.” [Daraqutni and others]
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