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LESSON FOUR
Signs of the Scholars of the Akhira 

and the Scholars of the Dunya

كتاب العلم
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Worldly Scholars
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Worldly Scholars

The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 
said, “There is something 

other than the Dajjal that I 
fear for you more 

regarding.” “What is it? O 
Messenger” “The 

misguiding leaders” 
[Ahmad; Muslim]
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Scholars of the 
Herea!er
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Scholars of the Herea!er: Signs 1 & 2
(1) They do not seek 

worldliness through their 
knowledge 

(2) Their concern is 
increasing avidness toward 

righteous deeds; and 
abstaining from knowledge 
that leads to argumentation 

and gossip
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Scholars of the Herea!er: Signs 4 - 6
(3) They do not incline to extravagance 

in food, drink, clothing, furniture, or 
housing, rather they prefer moderation. 

(4) They stay far from the presence of 
rulers. 

(5) They are not hasty in given legal 
verdicts. 

(6) That majority of their concern be in 
the knowledge of the heart, vigilantly 
watching the heart, and seeking and 
traveling the path of the Herea!er
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Scholars of the Herea!er: Signs
(7) They main focus must be 

knowledge of deeds and what 
corrupts them, what disturbs the 

heart and stirs up misgivings 

(8) They must rely on their insight 
regarding their knowledge not 

mere following what they’ve 
heard 

(9) They must be very wary on 
innovation
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The Intellect and Its 
Rank
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What is the Intellect?
The intellect is referred to by four meanings: 

(1) The faculty by which the human is 
distinguished from the animals 

(2) The knowledge which manifests in the 
discerning child 

(3) Knowledge which is gained through the 
experience of various states 

(4) The faculty by which consequences can 
be understood; this allows the person to 

sacrifice temporary pleasures for long-term 
benefits.
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Intellect: Good or Bad?
Why do some people criticize the 

intellect and intellectual 
discourse? 

Many understand intellect to mean 
mere argumentation and debate. 

As for the light of the insight by 
which one knows Allah Most High 

and the truthfulness of the 
Messengers, criticism is 

inconcievable for it. 
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Next Class: 
The Creed of Ahl al-Sunna
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