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Ghazali’s Ihya’ Explained
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Book Four: Prayer

Lesson Four: Realities of the Acts of Prayer
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Last Class: Inward Conditions

Six Meanings:

One. Presence of heart


Two. Understanding

Three. Magnification


Four. Awe

Five. Hope


Six. Shyness
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REVIVAL CIRCLE: BOOKS OF 
PRAYER

Lesson Four: Realities of 
the Acts of Prayer
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One. The Adhan

The meanings of the Adhan

Allah is the Absolutely Great…
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Two. During Purity

Don’t just purify the outward limbs

Repentance


Seeking forgiveness

Rectify
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Three. Covering Your Nakedness

Shyness with people

Shyness (haya’) with 

Allah

The garment of 

mindfulness

The adornment of 

virtue
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Four. Facing the Qibla

Outward turning

Inward turning to 

Allah Himself

Turning to something 
entails turning away 
from other than it…
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Five. Standing

Audience and Presence

9

9

Six. Intention

The elixir

“Resolve to answer 

Allah’s call and 
command…”


Sincerity

Awe


Love and Gratitude
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Seven. The Takbir

“When you say ‘Allahu 
Akbar,’ don’t let your 

tongue belie your 
heart…”


Mean it. Then say it.
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Eight. Opening Supplication

Glorify Allah

Mean every word


Consider its 
consequences
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Nine. Recitation

Seeking refuge

Shaytan: distractions—
worldly and spiritual


Basmala

Praise: al-Hamd
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… Recitation
Mercy


Accountability

Complete Devotion 

and Reliance

Abssolute need for 

Guidance

Mindfulness: seeking 

protection 
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Bowing

Humbling

Glorification
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Prostration

Absolute devotion

Intimacy. Presence.


Glorification

Supplication.
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Final Sitting

Meanings

Presence. Commitment. Gratitude.


Salawat and their meaning

The Dua


The Salams
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Next: Lesson Five 

The Rest of the 

Prayer
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