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The Revival Circle: 
Summary of Ghazali’s Ihya’

The Quarter on Worldly Duties.  
Book Five: The Book of Brotherhood and the 

Rights of Keeping Company 

Faraz Rabbani
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The Quarter on Worldly Habits.  
Book Five: The Book of Brotherhood 
and the Rights of Keeping Company 

Lesson One: The Virtue of 
Brotherhood—and the Meaning of 

Good Company

كتاب الأخوة
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Book Five: Duties of Brotherhood

Four Lessons: 

One. Virtues of Brotherhood. 
Meaning of Keeping 

Company for Allah. Whose 
Company to Keep? 

Two. The Rights of 
Brotherhood and Company 

Three-Four. The Rights of 
Muslims, Family, Neighbours, 

and Friends.
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Part One. Virtues

Ghazali’s words: “Good company is the fruit of good 
character. And broken relations are the result of bad 

character…” 
Company tests character.  
Good character for Allah…
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Good Character

The place of good 
character (husn al-khuluq) 

in our religion 

Distinguishing trait of the 
Prophet (peace and 

blessings be upon him)  

High virtue 

Manifest blessings
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The Believer and Character

The Prophet on the nature of the believer 
The Divine Call on the Day of Resurrection! 

The Seven under the Divine Shade
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Some of the Words of the Early 
Muslims

Abd Allah ibn Umar
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What is Brotherhood for Allah?
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Loving for Allah 
Hating for Allah 

Company can have 
reasons 

What is Company? 
What purpose?
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Four Reasons for Company

One. You like them for them 

Two. You like them as a means to something 
you like 

Three. You like them for other than them—
examples 

Four. You like them for Allah 

Difference
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What it means to love for Allah

Three levels: 
One. Sincerely seeking reward in the next life 

Two. Seeking rank with Allah 
Three. Seeking Allah Himself 

Likewise with why we hate… 
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Qualities Sought in Good Company
Worldly Qualities 

Religious Qualities 

Five Key Qualities: 

One. Intelligence 

Two. Good Character 

Three. Not corrupt (fasiq) 

Four. Not an innovator 

Five. Not avid for the worldly
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Ibn Ata’illah

“Don’t keep the comp

14

14

Two Types of Good Company
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The Quarter on Worldly Habits.  
Book Five: The Book of Brotherhood and the 

Rights of Keeping Company 
Next:  

Lesson Two. The Rights of Brotherhood and 
Company 

كتاب الأخوة
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