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The Revival Circle: 
Summary of Ghazali’s Ihya’

The Quarter on Worldly Duties.  
Book Five: The Book of Brotherhood and the Rights of Keeping 

Company 

Lesson Five. Rights of Particular Categories of People 

Faraz Rabbani
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درس الإحياء
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The Key: Good Character

The Messenger of Allah (peace & blessings be upon him) 
said to Abu Dharr and Mu’adh (Allah be pleased with them): 

“… and deal with people through good character.” 
[Tirmidhi] 
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قال رسول الله (صلى الله عليه وسلم): 
«اتق الله حيثُ ما كنتَ، واتبع السيئةَ الحسنةَ تمحها، وخالق الناسَ 

 حسن» 
ٍ

بخلق
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Applies in all Relations
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All relations: 
One. Obligation 

Fulfill rights and avoid 
harm 

Two. Good (ma’ruf) 
Be positive, respond to 

good with good with good 
Three. Excellence  

Respond to bad with good

5

`

One. Rights of Muslims
All Muslims have rights on you 

All people have rights on you 

The rights of Muslims 

One. Wish for them the good you wish for yourself 

Two. Don’t harm 

Three. Humility 

Four. Maintain relations 

Five. Respect
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Two. Rights of Neighbours

Emphasis in Quran and Sunna 

Apply the five aspects of good character—and 
the three levels mentioned: obligation, good, 

excellence
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Three Rights of Relatives and Family

Emphasis in Quran and Sunna 

Apply the five aspects of good character—and 
the three levels mentioned: obligation, good, 

excellence 

Emphasis on visiting—and patience with them
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Three Rights of Parents, Spouse, and Children

Emphasis in Quran and Sunna 

The right of parents 

The right of children 

The right of spouse—see previous 

Apply the five aspects of good character—and 
the three levels mentioned: obligation, good, 

excellence 

Beginning with good with them
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The Quarter on Worldly Habits.  
Book Six: The Book of Seclusion 

(‘uzla) 

كتاب آداب العزلة
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