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Revival Circle: Summary of 
Imam Ghazali’s Ihya’

The Quarter on Worldly Duties.  
Book Nine: The Book of Commanding the Good and Forbidding the Wrong 

Lesson One  - Part Two: Hadiths and Principles on Commanding the Good 

Faraz Rabbani
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درس الإحياء 
كتاب الأمر بالمعروف والنهي عن المنكر
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Book Nine: 
Commanding the Good 
& Forbidding the Wrong

One. The Duty of Commanding 
the Good 

Two. The Integrals of 
Commanding the Good 

Three. Common Wrongs 
Four. Commanding Leaders
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Imam Ghazali: “Truly, commanding the good and 
forbidding the wrong is the greatest support of the 

religion. It is the duty for which Allah Most High sent 
forth all the Prophets. 

If it ceases, is ignored, or not acted upon, then Prophetic 
guidance will become ineffectual; religiosity will be 
wiped out; lack of concern will become widespread; 

misguidance will prevail; and ignorance will spread…” 
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Hadith One. The Public Rights

The Messenger of Allah (peace & blessings be upon 
him) said, “Don’t sit by the roadside… If you must, 

then give the roadside its rights…  
Lower your gaze, avoid harming others, answer 

salams, command the good and forbid the wrong.” 
[Bukhari and Muslim]
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Two. Commanding the Good
—the Way of Prophets…

Prophets called to the 
good…  

Those who followed 

Those who supported 

Beyond that…
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Some Other Hadiths

Some other hadiths 
See: Riyad al-Salihin—others
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Narrations (Athar)
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One. Words of 
Sayyiduna Ali on the 
disasters of leaving 

commanding the good 
Two. Hudhayfa 
Three. Yushaʿ 
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Commanding the Good

When

When required.
When of benefit.

How

Mercy.
Concern.
Positive.
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Commanding the Good: 
General Ruling

Obligatory

The Clearly Obligatory/
Prohibited

Recommended

Recommended/Disliked. 
And: Matters of Difference.
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Ruling of Commanding the Good

Obligatory Recommended Stop! Disliked Forbidden

Greater harm 
likely

Reasons to 
fear greater 

harm

Unsure of 
benefit/harm

Person may 
listen--no 

harm feared

Person is 
likely to listen
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Book Nine: Commanding the Good 
and Forbidding the Wrong 

Nesxt: Lesson Two. The Integrals of 
Commanding the Good

كتاب الأمر بالمعروف 
والنهي عن المنكر
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