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Revival Circle: Summary of
Imam Ghazali’s IThya’

The Quarter on Worldly Duties.
Book Nine: The Book of Commanding the Good and Forbidding the
Wrong

Lesson Two. The Integrals of Commanding the Good
Faraz Rabbani
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Book Nine:
Commanding the Good
& Forbidding the Wrong

One. The Duty of Commanding
the Good

Two. The Integrals of
Commanding the Good

Three. Common Wrongs
Four. Commanding Leaders
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Imam Ghazali: “Truly, commanding the good and
forbidding the wrong is the greatest support of the
religion. It is the duty for which Allah Most High sent
forth all the Prophets.

If it ceases, is ignored, or not acted upon, then Prophetic
guidance will become ineffectual; religiosity will be
wiped out; lack of concern will become widespread;
misguidance will prevail; and ignorance will spread...”

Two. The Integrals of
Commanding the Good
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Four Integrals of Commanding
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‘One. The One Commanding
Two. What is Being Commanded About
Three. The One Being Commanded
Four. The Commanding
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One. The One Commanding

The Conditions
Their Qualities
Their Responsibiliy

Two. What is Being Commanded About

What kind of prohibition?
Conditions
What is a munkar
Open Sin
Private Sin—No Spying
No commanding in differed matters

Three. The One Being Commanded

Conditions—humans!
How do we view them?
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Four. The Commanding Itself

One. Coming To Know of the Wrong
Two. Making it Known
Three. Prohibiting with Advice
Four. Further Steps?

11
Cautions

Grave Danger: how one views oneself and the
one corrected

Counsels of the early Muslims

12
The Adab of Commanding

One. Knowledge
Two. Caution for the One Commanding
Three. Good Character
Three Qualities
Four. Patience
Five. Reducing Attachments
Six. Gentleness
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Commanding the Good

Mercy.
When required. erey

When of benefit.

Concern.
Positive.
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Commanding the Good:
General Ruling
Obligatory ’ Recommended
The Clearly Obligatory/ Recommended/Disliked.
Prohibited And: Matters of Difference.
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Ruling of Commanding the Good

Obligatory Recommended Stop! Disliked Forbidden
q Person may Reasons to g
Person is T Y Unsure of q . Greater harm
" . 1sten--no ear greater N
likely to listen benefit/harm = likely
! harm feared harm ?
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Book Nine: Commanding the Good
and Forbidding the Wrong

Next: Lesson Three. Common
Wrongs
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