ESSENTIALS OF
ISLAMIC BELIEFS

Imam Ahmad al-Dardir’s
Kharida Explained

Lesson Three: Belief in Allah
Faraz Rabbani

Review Lesson Two

Four Questions:
One. What is a {ruling (hukm)}?

Two. What is the difference between a {rational
ruling (hukm ‘aqli)} and a normative ruling (hukm
‘adi)?} — give 3-S5 examples
Three. Who is the morally responsible person
(mukallaf)?

Four. What is the ruling of believing in Allah and
His Messenger (peace be upon him)?

Lesson Three

One. Ghazali on the Importance of this Science
Two. This World is Created—Without Doubt
Three. Some Qur’anic Arguments

Part One. Imam Ghazali on
the Importance of this Science




Ghazali: Why the Science of Beliefs is Important

One. The intelligent direct themselves to benefit.
The important: tht which fulfills one’s purpose—
ultimate purpose: one’s position in Paradise
Two. Beliefs: what the Prophets came with
Given miracles to prove their truthfulness—and these
are the truths they came with
Three. Science of Beliefs: Formalization of the
Arguments of the Prophets
To address the challenges—personal, collective—to
belief ands certitude

Ghazali: Who needs proofs?

One. Some individuals need detailed proofs
They have questions, doubts, lack of clarity
The detailed proofs are like medicine
Two. Some specialists needed—like specialist
doctors

Must have: (1) sharp mind and sound judgment, (2)

deep faith, (3) well-rooted in the Qur’an and Sunna

Three. General proofs give clarity and certitude
Understanding, increase in conviction

Part Two. This World is
Created—W.ithout Doubt
And its limits

Lines 17-19

[HEUPAPUA TP TS TS i T BSS o Hav

HET TS ESTET) Wy pioa A_.H,.a,_,_glz_},s_;.\«
17. Then know that this universe,
Which is everything besides Allah the High and
Knowing
18. Is without doubt originated and dependent,
Because it is subject to change

19. Its origination is its existence after non-existence
And the opposite of this is named? Beginninglessness
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Lines 17-18: The world as a sign
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17. Know that this universe, which is everything
besides Allah the High and Knowing
18. Is without doubt originated and dependent,
Because it is subject to change
One. This ‘world’ - everything that exists, besides Allah
Two. Everything is created
Three. Proof of creation: change
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Change: Qur’an, 3.190-200

“Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and
the earth and the alternation of day and
night are signs for people of understanding.
Those who remember Allah standing, 3 \/Jl
sitting, and on their sides—and reflect on P PP
G 005 42 Gl N T ool GE
the creation of the heavens and the earth: >;-';)g\1-’ by i &
e J‘/. s V\J ‘/' it A
“Qur Lord! You have not created "all of" 15535 LS A1 655 vy SN 5Y
this without purpose. Glory be to You! PN o G 3 850 EE fep 43
Protect us fro:[n the torme]nt of the @Q‘,’GL’,\QZ 65 dis 31”9'/%‘ ARty
Fire.” [3.190-191
The Prophet (peace be upon him would recite
at night—recommended!
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The world as a sign
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17. Then know that this universe,
Which is everything besides Allah the High and
Knowing
18. Is without doubt originated and dependent,
Because it is subject to change
19. Its origination is its existence after non-existence
And the opposite of this is named? Beginninglessness
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Three lines from Imam Laqani’s Jawharat al-Tawhid

RN R T TS L S e
P B 6 g 50 S g s g 3 -y
B Jies Gl el 0 ad L J6 -y

15. So look to yourself, then turn to the higher and lower worlds
16. You'll find a creation of marvel and perfection, but in it is the proof of
its nothingness
17. Everything for which non-existence is possible couldn’t possibly be
eternal
Everything changes—actually or potentially

Anything that can change: (a) originated (hadith); (b) needy (muftaqir)

Everything originated is merely possible—and needs an originator
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Everything Originated Needs an Originator

Everything in existence is originated
Everything originated requires an originator
There can only be One originator—Eternal,
Knowing, Willing, Powerful
Other options: (a) infinite regress (tasalsul)
or (b) circulatity (dawr)—both absurd
Recommended: ‘Why Islam is True’ by Sh.
Hamza Karamali
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Part Three. Some Qur’anic
Arguments
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Reflect: Qur’an, 13.16

Ask: “Who is the Lord of the heavens and

the earth?” Say, “Allah!” Ask: “Why "then”
have you taken besides Allah masters who
cannot even benefit or protect themselves?”
Say, “Can the blind and those who
understand be compared? Or can darkness
and light be equal?”
Or have they associated with Allah partners

who "supposedly” produced a creation like
His, leaving them confused between the two
creations?
Say, “Allah is the Creator of all things, and
He is the One, the Supreme.”
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Reflect: Surat al-

(35) Or were they created by nothing, or are they
the creators? (36) Or did they create the heavens
and the earth? In fact, they have no clarity. (37) Or
do they possess the treasuries of your Lord, or are
they in control? (38) Or do they have a stairway, by
which they eavesdrop? Then let those who do so
bring compelling proof. (39) Or does He have
daughters, while you have sons? (40) Or are you"O
Prophet” asking them for a reward so that they are
overburdened by debt? (41) Or do they have access
to the Unseen, so they record it? (42) Or do they
have some scheme? Then it is the disbelievers who
will fall victim to their own schemes. (43) Or do
they have a god other than Allah? Glorified is Allah
far above what they associate with Him!

Tur, 52.35-43
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Other Qur’anic Arguments

Surat al-An‘am, 6.73-81
Surat al-Anbiya’, 21.52
Surat Maryam, 19.41-48
Surat al-Shu'ara’, 42.80 85
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Everything Originated Needs an Originator

Everything in existence is originated
Everything originated requires an originator
There can only be One originator—Eternal,
Knowing, Willing, Powerful
Other options: (a) infinite regress (tasalsul)
or (b) circulatity (dawr)—both absurd
Recommended: ‘Why Islam is True’ by Sh.
Hamza Karamali
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The Spiritual Vision: Everything is Perishing

Say: Allah, and leave existence and all it contains
—ifyou seek to attain perfection
For ever}/z‘bing besides Allah, gf "you consider it, is
nothingness, in detail or in summary
Know that you and all creation, entirely, were it
not for Him would be effaced and extinguished
Anything that has no existence for itself from itself,
then its existence without Him is pure absurdity
So those who truly know were extinguished and
bebeld none besides the Great and Exalted
And beheld all besides as perishing—at present, in
the past, and in the future.
(Abu Madyan, Diwan)

19

Recommended Book (PDF provided)
INEHE(CILIE/A R LG [H] T

FUNDAMENTALS OF RELIGIOUS BELIEFS

@

IMAM MUHAMMAD IBN AHMAD IBN MUHAMMAD
IBN JUZAYY AL-KALBI AL-GHARNATI AL-MALIKI (D. 741 AH)

TRANSLATED BY FAHIM HOOSEN

The First Fundamental: Divinities (Theology)

Section One: Establishing the Existence of God, Most High and
that He is the Lord of the Worlds and the Creator of all Creation
Section Two: Monotheism: The meaning of ‘There is no god
but God"

Section Three: Establishing God’s Attributes

Section Four: Transcendence of God Almighty
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Next: Lesson Four:
Introduction to Theology and
Attributes of Negation
Lines 20-24
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