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Lesson Six: The Affirmative Attributes
Lines 32-36

One. Allah’s Life, Knowledge, Will, & Power
Two. Creation, Allah’s Will, and His Command
Three. Allah’s Hearing, Seeing, & Speaking

Life

Knowledge

Rationally Established will

Power

The Affirmative
Attributes of Allah

Established by Hearing
Revelation
Seeing

Speech

Lesson Five: Lines 32-36

32. The affirmative attributes are seven: /
Namely, His Knowledge encompassing all
things
33. His Life, Power, and Will / Everything is
only because He Willed it

34, This is true even if He commanded -
otherwise, / Allah’s Will differs from His % +—— = s : -
Command—so avoid vanity el b N R AadiE “ i
35. So know that created things take four / U #350 st g ULl Ll &0 aksre
Rulings in relation to His Will and SR el ) 38 Sl A LSS
Command, so understand

36. His Speech, Hearing, and Seeing; / So

He is the True God, and One who acts as He
chooses
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Part One.
Lines 32-33: Allah’s
Life, Knowledge,
Will, and Power

Lines 32-33: Life, Knowledge, Will, and Power
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32. The affirmative attributes are seven: /

Namely, His Knowledge encompassing all things
33. His Life, Power, and Will....

One. Life (hayat)

Creator is necessarily

Living L
Ayat al-Kursi [Q 2.255] ‘
{An eternal attribute of D
L

Allah, that is a condition
for His being characterized
by affirmative attributes.}

Two. Knowledge (ilm)

Absolute, Eternal,

unacquired, complete
See: Q57.3 ‘
{An eternal attribute of
Allah, by which Allah knows
all the necessary, possible,

and impossible—without
ever not having known it.}




Three. Will (irada)

Choice, specification
Q85.16 -
{An eternal attribute of ‘ ‘
Allah, by which Allah a) ' ‘
specifies some of the 5

possible with some of
what is possible for it.}

Four. Power (qudra)

Originates
Q2.284

{An eternal attribute of Allah, - )
by which Allah brings ? ‘
originates the possible, in J

accordance with what He
specifies with His Will.}

Will, Power, and Responsibility
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“Allah’s is all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth.
Whether you reveal what is in your hearts or conceal it, Allah
will call you to account for it. He forgives whoever He wills, and
punishes whoever He wills. And Allah has complete Power over
everything.”
[Qur’an, 2.284]
Last verses of Surat al-Baqara: recommended Prophetic practice
every night. “Whoever recites them, they will be sufficient for them.”
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Part Two.
Lines 33-35: Creation,

Allah’s Will, and His
Command




Lines 33-35: Creation, Allah’s Will,
and His Command
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33. His Life, Power, and Will / Everything is only because He Willed it
34. This is true even if He commanded otherwise, / Allah’s Will differs
from His Command—so avoid vanity
35. So know that created things take four / Rulings in relation to His
Will and Command, so understand
Three principles: (1) Everything happens by the Will of Allah. (2) Humans
act with choice and are responsible. (3) Allah is Pleased with us when our
choices and actions correspond to His Command.
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The Relationship Between Allah’s Command and Will
(1) Everything happens by the Will of Allah. (2) Humans act with choice and are responsible. (3) Allah

is Pleased with us when our choices and actions correspond to His Command.

Allah Commanded Allah Didn’t Command
Allah Willed Did not will Allah Willed Did not will
Faith of Abu Bakr Faith of Abu Jahl Kufr of Abu Jahl Kufr of Abu Bakr

Part Three.
Line 36: Allah’s
Hearing, Seeing, ¢
Speaking

Part Three.
Line 36: Hearing,
Seeing, ¢ Speaking




Five-Six. Hearing and Seeing

Distinct from Knowledge
—mentioned distinctly in
Qur’an ‘
[Eternal attributes of
Allah, by which Allah ‘
hears and sees all existent @ J

things.] o

Seven. Speech (kalam)
Allah has ascribed Speech

to Himself /
Eternal Attribute: indicates
meanings—transcendent

beyond words and sounds
Qur’an: Speech of Allah—

how?
18
Allah's Attribute of
The Qur'an
The Revealed Book Speech
The Eternal Attribute
Text (recited and Meanings Indicated Meanings Indicated

written)

The Quran is the “Speech of Allah” because it indicates some of that which is
indicated by Allah’s Attribute of Speech

Next:
Lesson Seven. The

Attachents of Allah’s
Attributes




